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GV BC PU R PO SE  

ST A T EM ENT  

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N  

ST A T EM ENT  

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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Issue 24 SPIRIT 
Dear Family: 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King! 

Let every heart prepare Him room 

And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing 

 

It’s Christmas and some of  my best memories of Christmas is singing. Old 
Christmas carols are my favorite and I wonder what Christmas would be without 
music. I love to sing bass in choir, or sing with a group bringing Christmas music 
to a street or the home of  a shut-in. One of  my favorite songs is, “Joy to the 
World”.  

How “Joy to the World” came into being is a long story. The words were written 
by Isaac Watts (1674-1748) an Englishman who by the age of  13, knew Latin, 
Greek, French and Hebrew. He wrote over 600 hymns throughout his lifetime. 
“Joy to the World” was a hymn that was part of  Watt’s second hymnal of  1719, 
“Psalm of  David Imitated in the Language of the New Testament”. “Joy to the 
World” was a hymn of  Psalm 98, a Psalm of rejoicing at the marvelous way in 
which God has protected and restored His chosen people. Watts interpreted that 
in the New Testament, joy is an expression of  praise for the salvation that began 
as a Babe in Bethlehem.  The words were set, but the “Joy to the World” hymn 
was not yet f inished. 

A German-born composer contemplated some melodies that he was working on 
for an oratorio. The composer was George Frederick Handel and the melody 
was “The Messiah”. Handel wrote the melody that would become, “Comfort Ye” 
and “Lif t Up Your Hands”, f rom “The Messiah”, but the hymn was still not 
complete. An American choir director and composer, Lowell Mason, is said to 
have rearranged these melodies f rom “The Messiah” and adapted them to 
Watt’s words. Now the “Joy to the World” hymn was complete. 

Through the combined talents of an English hymn writer, a German-born 
musical giant, and an American choir director, “Joy to the World” came into 
being. The song of God’s salvation is so like this hymn. 

The “joy” was to the world; all people and all people were to respond. No one 
person has it all – all faith, all knowledge, all love, all wisdom, but it is given to 
many people to make the whole. Just as three people were needed to write, 
“Joy to the World”, so to all of those who are followers of  Christ are needed to 
complete the Body of Christ. Each is important; each has a gif t; each to be used.  

We are better together because of  the, “joy of our salvation”! 

Merry Christmas! 

His child, 

Pastor Steve 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
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Christmas Eve 
6:00 p.m. Service 
Tuesday, December 24 
English: & Nichigo 
Pastor Eiji Osato 
Community Hall 

This candlelight service is geared toward 

families with children. Christmas Carolers will 

greet you in the Narthex as you enter the 
church. The Christmas story “Song of the 

Stars” will be read to the children. We will light 

our candles at the end of the service then sing 

“Silent Night.” 

Christmas Eve 
11:00 p.m. Service 
Tuesday, December 24 
English: & Nichigo 
Pastor Steve Langley 
Community Hall 

This service is geared toward adults. During 

this candlelight service we will take 

communion together. At the end of the service 
we will light our candles then sing “Silent 

Night.” 

Please NO Parking 
Please NO parking in Pacif ic Square on the Sundays 
of  December 22 and 29. This makes room for the 
Christmas and New Year’s shoppers. Please park at 
our Union Bank parking lot on 158th & Western or our 
parking lot on Denker. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Sunday, December 22 
English:  8:45 & 10:45 a.m. 

Community Hall 
Pastor Steve Langley 

Jesus the Word Became Flesh 
John 1:14 

Nichigo:  10:45 a.m. 

Sanctuary  

Pastor Eiji Osato 

Bring your Advent Conspiracy Boxes 
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DECEMBER BOARD REPORT 
BY DAVID CHENG, MODERATOR 

French-themed Christmas dinner 

Your Board meets annually in December with the chairpersons of  the church’s Core 
Ministries for a wonderful end-of-the year Christmas dinner. This year we had a French-
themed dinner prepared by our own Chef  Nick Mura. 

Core Ministries review end-of-year events 

Part of  this meeting is devoted to hearing highlights of the year f rom each of  the Core 
Ministries. It is encouraging to have each Chairperson review signif icant activities, events, 
and accomplishments the respective ministry experienced in 2013. There are far too many to 
list here, but I encourage each of  you to read about them in the church’s annual report which 
will be available at next February’s Annual Meeting. 

New Board members welcomed 

Also, at this yearly Christmas dinner, we welcomed the newly elected, incoming Board members: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of  our meeting, Pastor Annette Kakimoto led our group in a time of sharing personal ref lections. 
Individual Board members gathered together with Core Ministry chairpersons to talk about how God 
worked in our lives this past year. I am sure we could have spent much of  the evening devoted to this 
exercise, but we had much business to attend to. 

Treasurer’s report 

As we do every month, your Board received the Treasurer’s Report f rom Wes Harada. For the month of  
October, the church received $89,787 and had expenditures of  $104,756, for a negative balance of  
$14,968. However, we still have a year-to-date surplus of $62,013 as of  end of  October. 

For the month of  November, the church received $116,508 which is favorable in comparison to the 
$112,720 the church received in November 2012. Interestingly, around $14,000 of November’s receipts 
came by way of online giving in a one-week period. We have found reporting of revenue f rom online 
giving, which represents a growing percentage of  total giving to GVBC, is regularly delayed so we do not 
see a completely accurate picture of giving for a given month until several days into the following month. 

Nehemiah giving improved in November with $32,200 received as compared to the $24,109 received in 
October. It still fell short of  the $36,792 projected for the month. 

New member applications approved 

Your Board received and approved the membership applications of several people, namely, Ruth Barnes, 
Nikki Kikuchi, and Masato Hisajima. Congratulations to our new church members. Your Board also 
approved an amendment to our church policy to allow the youth ministry to have two fundraisers each 
year, replacing the previous language of  one Super Bowl Obento and one fundraiser. The youth ministry 
has decided to move away f rom the annual Obento luncheon fundraiser to a different fundraising 
direction. 

Pastor Steve’s sabbatical 

Your Board also approved Pastor Steve Langley’s sabbatical proposal for next year which will run f rom 
mid-January through mid-February. 

May you and your loved ones experience the blessings of this Christmas season. Seeing this is the end 
of  the year, instead of my customary greeting, I will simply say: 

Until next year . . .  

David & Vera Cheng 

Jim Kawashima 
(Vice-Moderator 
elect) 

Joanne Morimoto 
(Assistant 
Treasurer-elect) 

Linda Hayashi (At-
Large Member-elect) 

Aki Abe (At-Large 
Member-elect) 
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FRIDAY FOOD MINISTRY 
BY GERALD MAYEWAKI 

A smaller than normal crowd of  
about 50 guests on Friday, 
November 29 were served Sloppy 
Joe’s, corn with green beans, a 
green salad, cookies, punch, and a 
f ruit salad with watermelon, 
bananas, and persimmons. 

Volunteers joined us f rom the 
college group, Volleyball Ministry, 
and Wednesday Basketball Ministry. 
We were also able to pass out 

blankets to those who needed them. 

On Friday, Dec 6 we had about 80 guests who enjoyed a 
dinner of  chicken casserole, rice, corn with 
green beans, a green salad, garlic bread, 
f ruit salad with watermelon, cookies and 
punch. 

Our good f riend Stan Fousha [pictured at 
right] is relocating to Minnesota. Stan’s 
dedication to giving devotionals before 
meals on Fridays is going to be dearly 
missed! 

Awesome service everyone!  The Friday 
Food Ministry wishes you and yours a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year 

(L) Gerald with Stan Fousha 

GVBC 2014 

Japan Short-term Mission Trip 
This summer in 2014 GVBC is sending a small group of people on a 
short-term mission trip to Japan, leaving Thursday, August 7 until 
Monday, August 18. 

If  you are interested in going to Japan, please pick up an application 
located in the Narthex and return it to the office by Wednesday, 

January 15. 

For more information contact Tommy Park at the church or email him 
at: thomas.y.park@gmail.com. 

OUR MISSION FIELD 
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FAMILY NEWS 

2013 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
A GREAT SUCCESS 

BY LINDA HAYASHI 

Operation Christmas Child was again a great success as 
GVBC contributed a total of 512 boxes to bless children 
in need around the world. 

Participation included the English congregation, Nichigo 
congregation, and a strong contribution by the youth.  
The youth prepared over 100 boxes and 35 high school 
students and leaders went to Ontario to process the 
boxes at the West Coast Processing Center on 
December 7. 

The boxes will be used by Samaritan’s Purse as tools for 
evangelism as distribution of the boxes will include a 
Gospel message and further invitation to participate in a 
local discipleship program. 

Many thanks to all who helped share God’s love through 
Operation Christmas Child. 

Thank you for your faithfulness in helping to spread the 
Gospel around the world through these special Christmas 
gif ts. 

New baby announcement 

� Congratulations to Kent & Jody Komae on the birth of  

their f irst granddaughter, Lenya Madlangbayan!  Parents, 
Anthony & Stacie, welcomed Lenya early Sunday 
morning on December 15. She weighed 5 lbs. 12 oz. and 
was 18 1/2” long. 

 

 

Our prayers and condolences go out to 

� Pastor Chris & Michelle Koga and family in the passing of  Chris’s grandmother, Sue Koga, who lived 

in Fresno, CA. The funeral service will be held in Fresno on Saturday, December 21. 

Letters to our church family 

� Dear GVBC, Thank you very much for the pretty bouquet of f lowers, for Susan Wakuta’s visit while 

in the hospital and for all the prayers I received during my recent surgery. God is wonderful!  Love in 
Christ, Nancy Sasahara. 



the fellowship of Christians f rom throughout the     
Los Angeles area. They also traveled to San Diego a 
few times. Enjoy ref reshments af ter the singing. You 
are welcome to bring your own goodies to share. If  
you have a hymn or old chorus you would like to 
sing, please let Shig Kawashiri know: shig@gvbc.net. 

� 100th Anniversary Celebration Luncheon 
Saturday, August 16, Marriott Hotel, Torrance. 

� Classes offered at GVBC: 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event 
in the subject line]. You can also 
contact event leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 
� Pastor Ron’s Bible Study Classes 

� OASIS: on hiatus until January 15, 2014. 

� Following Christ Today: Sundays, 10:45 a.m., room 
218. This class is the revised former Basic 
Christianity Class with a renewed focus on learning 
to follow Jesus today as His disciples in this fallen 
world. Whether you are a brand-new Christian or 
have been a believer for many years, you will gain 
valuable, life-changing insights f rom this class. 

 
Classes taught by Pastor Ron Matsuda. Fliers 
available in the Narthex or contact the office to 
register. You’re welcome to join at any time. 

� Office Closed Christmas Day December 25 & 26 
� NO Friday Night Youth Meetings December 27 
� Baptism Sunday & Right Hand of Fellowship 

December 29 
[NOTE: NO parking in Pacif ic Square because of  
New Year’s shoppers. Please park at our Union 
Bank parking lot on 158th & Western or our Denker 
lot]. 

~ 2014 ~  
� Office Closed Wednesday, January 1.  
� Winter Quarter Community Groups Registration 

Registration begins Sunday, January 5 to sign up 
for a Community Group. The 8-week winter quarter 
begins on Sunday, January 19 and ends on 
Sunday, March 9. Visit the registration table in the 
Narthex to register. For more info contact the 
church off ice. 

� Bilingual Saturday Service 

Saturday, January 11, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m., Sanctuary. 
The GVBC’s Bilingual Service is every second 
Saturday of  the month. Refreshments served in 
Room 201 af ter the service. Everyone welcome. For 
more info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, 
eiji@gvbc.net. The next bilingual service will be 
February 8. 

� Art of Marriage Friday evening, February 7, 
Sanctuary, Saturday, February 8, 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 
p.m., Community Hall. More info to follow. 

� Children’s Winter Camp February 15 — 17 
� Youth Winter Retreat February 15 — 17, Alpine 

Meadows Retreat Center, Angelus Oaks. Theme: 
Disconnect to Reconnect, Psalms 46:10. Speaker is 
Llcian Lemus, assistant pastor  for El Camino Metro 
church in Sun Valley. More info to follow. 

� Singspiration 
In celebration of  GVBC’s 100th you’re invited to a 
Singspiration on Sunday, March 30, 3:00 p.m., 
Sanctuary. GVBC used to join other churches in a 
time of  singing hymns and choruses every month, 
called Nisei Sing. They moved f rom church to 
church and it was a time of praising God through 
singing, hearing God’s Word spoken, and enjoying 

Life Foundation courses are designed to help you grow 
as a disciple of Jesus as we: 

EQUIP  you with lifelong skills and spiritual practices for 
following, loving and sharing God.  

ESTABLISH  you in biblical foundations and truths f rom 
the Bible. 

ENCOURAGE  the authentic spiritual transformation of 
your heart so that you can ref lect more of  Christ’s 
character through you. 

EMPOWER  you to pass on what you learn and 
experience to others.  

PHILIPPIANS INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY – Part II Ron 
Matsuda – Retired GVBC Teaching Pastor 

Learn the basics of inductive Bible study skills of 
Observation, Interpretation and Application as you work 
slowly through Philippians.  

BIBLE BASICS Stan Terasaki – GVBC Community Group 
Leader & previous Board Vice Moderator and Pastor 
Annette Kakimoto – Discipleship & Community Ministries 

This course will introduce you to how the Bible came about, 
its central story, how to use a Bible, how God speaks to us 
through the Bible, etc. Learn how to develop basic Bible 
reading and applying to your everyday life and 
relationships. 

7 HABITS FOR HIGHLY EFFECTIVE PEOPLE –  6:30 – 
8:30 p.m. Rev. Doug Hubbard, Regional Minister for Youth 
and Global Missions with American Baptist Churches of  
Los Angeles 

This world-famous course equips you for personal, 
professional & spiritual effectiveness by enhancing greater 
productivity, healthier team relationships and life balance in 
your spiritual life, family, GVBC ministry and leadership, and 
workplace. Normally this course costs $1,995.00, but the 
special rate of $115.00 is available only through our 
American Baptist region. Grow as a person & disciple of 
Jesus. (Cost:  $115.00 for 7 Habits workbook, CD, DVD, 
resources & book). 
Registration brochures in the Narthex. 

LIFE FOUNDATIONS:LIFE FOUNDATIONS:LIFE FOUNDATIONS:LIFE FOUNDATIONS:    

Core	Courses	for	the	Christian	Life	

WINTER	SESSION	
Wednesdays	

January	22	-	March	5,	2014	
6:30	–	8:00	p.m.	

6:30	–	8:30	p.m.:		7	Habits	Course	
Registration	DEADLINE:	Friday,	January	17	
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The Spirit is copyrighted © 2013 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, 
(310)323-5683, FAX: (310)768-2783, Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-
5683, ext. 0, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, ext. 673, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm. The Spirit is published twice a 
month to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church and to report news about GVBC and its people. 
Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 

ONLINE GIVING 
Don’t have a check handy?  You can give online. 
Check our website at www.gvbc.net, “Give.” 

Issue 1 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, January 8, 2014. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community Hall. All 
articles should be submitted by Sunday, January 5. 
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Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory 

 

FROM  IN LOVING HONOR or MEMORY OF 

Ueda Memorial Fund  Lois Hatsuko Uedo 

Ueda Memorial Fund  Edith Matsumura 

Merrick Yoshida and 

     Jodie & Voltaire Rivera Maurice Ishimoto 

Robert Taira Betty & Hideyuki Takamori 

Fusa Motowaki and 

     Ted & Linda Gohata Toshiko Gohata 

The Ono family Ernie & Ruth Ono 

 
Monetary donations given in honor or memory of  loved ones go into the College 

Scholarship Fund, unless specified. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

IMPORTANT END-OF-THE-YEAR INFORMATION 
2013 Tax Deductions 
To receive tax credit for 2013, all donations must be postmarked by Tuesday, December 31 
or dropped off at the church office by Monday, December 30. 
Any questions, contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672 or email her at: wendy@gvbc.net. 
2013 Offering Envelopes 
Please save us postage by remembering to pick up your numbered offering envelopes, 
available in the Community Hall. If  you do not have a numbered box and would like one, 
please contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672 or email:  wendy@gvbc.net. 
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

 

 

 

Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Youth, ex t. 681 

Eiji Osato , Associate Pastor  — Nichigo , ext. 676 

James Chang , Assis tan t Pasto r — Neighbo rhood, ex t. 679 

Annette Kakimo to, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Developmen t, ex t. 680 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Layne Wakuta, Pasto ral In tern  — Middle School,ex t.684  

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children ’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

Michelle Koga — Nursery Director  (pt)  

J.J . Frey — Worship Coo rdinator  (pt)  

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tan t, ext. 675  

Jan  Magnani, Secretary, ex t. 671 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo  Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt)  

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt)  

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor , ext. 673 (pt)  

Socorro  “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

Gerald  Mayewaki, Main tenance-AV Asst. (pt)  

Rober t Kato, Sunday Services Assis tant (pt)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

�Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary  
 
 

December 22/Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Both Services in the Community Hall 

Christmas Sunday/Bring your Advent Conspiracy boxes 
Pastor Steve Langley~Jesus the Word Became Flesh 

John 1:14 
 

Tuesday, December 24 Christmas Eve Services 
Both Services in the Community Hall 
6:00 p.m. Family-oriented Service 
11:00 p.m. Candlelight Communion Service 

 

Sunday, December 29 

Baptisms & Right Hand of Fellowship 
Both Services in the Sanctuary 
Special Speaker: Kyle Shimazaki 

 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Room 206. 

 


